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Number of Female Generals, Admirals Has Doubled Since 2000, Report Finds 

[Richard Sisk, Military.com, 17 April 2019] 
 As more women pursue careers in the military, their numbers in the senior enlisted and officer ranks have 

increased dramatically, according to a report released last week by the Service Women’s Action Network 

(SWAN). 

 In 1988, less than 4% of those in the three senior enlisted paygrades (E7 to E9) were women. But as of 

February 2018, women constituted 11.8% of the E7 to E9 ranks in the Army; 20.3% in the Air Force; 11.6% 

in the Navy; 5.6% in the Marine Corps; and 8.7% in the Coast Guard, the report states. 

 Through the 1980s, women made up less than 2% percent of colonels and Navy captains, but the figures as 

of February 2018 were 10.6% for the Army; 11.6% for the Navy; 14.1% for the Air Force; 2.3% for the 

Marine Corps; and 11% for the Coast Guard, according to the report. 

Number of Female Generals, Admirals Has Doubled Since 2000, Report Finds 
 

Poll: Church membership in US plummets over past 20 years [David Crary, The 

Associated Press, 18 April 2019]  
 The percentage of U.S. adults who belong to a church or other religious institution has plunged by 20 

percentage points over the past two decades, hitting a low of 50% last year, according to a new Gallup poll. 

Among major demographic groups, the biggest drops were recorded among Democrats and Hispanics. 

 Gallup said church membership was 70% in 1999—and close to or higher than that figure for most of the 

20th century. Since 1999, the figure has fallen steadily, while the percentage of U.S. adults with no religious 

affiliation has jumped from 8% to 19%. 

 Among Americans identifying with a particular religion, there was a sharp drop in church membership 

among Catholics—dropping from 76% to 63% over the past two decades as the church was buffeted by 

clergy sex-abuse scandals. Membership among Protestants dropped from 73% to 67% percent over the same 

period. 

Poll: Church membership in US plummets over past 20 years 
 

Shanahan Launches New Task Force on Military Sexual Assault [Patricia Kime, 

Military.com, 16 April 2019] 
 Pentagon officials said Tuesday that Acting Defense Secretary Patrick Shanahan ordered the establishment 

of a Sexual Assault Accountability and Investigation Task Force on March 27. That was the day after a 

Pentagon advisory committee released a report finding disparities in documentation of sexual assault cases 

across the services. Among the discoveries were incomplete files on how commanders made prosecution 

decisions. 

 The move also followed the January release of a report on sexual assaults at the service academies, which 

found that the estimated number of students who experienced unwanted sexual contact had increased 47 

percent in the last two years. 

 The group will make recommendations “that will improve existing processes to address sexual assault while 

ensuring our formations, our communities, the rights of the victim and the accused, and the integrity of the 

legal process are protected,” Shanahan wrote in a memo to the service secretaries, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

and other high-ranking Pentagon leaders. 

Shanahan Launches New Task Force on Military Sexual Assault 

https://www.servicewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/SWAN-Where-we-stand-2019-fnl.pdf
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/04/17/next-cno-wants-see-more-women-getting-promoted-captain-admiral.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/04/17/number-female-generals-admirals-has-doubled-2000-report-finds.html
https://news.gallup.com/poll/248837/church-membership-down-sharply-past-two-decades.aspx?g_source=link_NEWSV9&g_medium=LEAD&g_campaign=item_&g_content=U.S.%2520Church%2520Membership%2520Down%2520Sharply%2520in%2520Past%2520Two%2520Decades
https://www.apnews.com/f15241378057486ea437cad490a2ed67
https://dacipad.whs.mil/
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/01/31/sexual-assaults-rise-nearly-50-percent-service-academies.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/01/31/sexual-assaults-rise-nearly-50-percent-service-academies.html
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Apr/16/2002116965/-1/-1/1/Establishment-of-the-Sexual-Assault-and-Investigation-Task-Force.pdf
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/04/16/shanahan-launches-new-task-force-military-sexual-assault.html
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Culture 

Commander: Changes to Navy culture after collisions lead to higher re-enlistment rates in Japan 

Major League Baseball unveils commemorative uniforms to honor the fallen on Memorial Day 

Why the days of ‘fighter jock culture’ may be numbered 

Discrimination 

New VA Whistleblower Protection Office Is Under Investigation for Retaliating Against Whistleblowers 

Same-sex couples applying for a mortgage face higher rejection and worse rates, study finds 

Supreme Court won’t take up case of death row inmate who claims juror discrimination against him for being gay 

Whistleblower law protects GIs – and others [OPINION] 

Diversity 

Congress: Adopt solutions to end minority health disparities 

DOD Official: Updated Transgender Policy Based on Treating All With Dignity 

GSA Testing Tool to Ensure Tech Projects Meet Accessibility Rules 

Meet the admiral who leads from a wheelchair 

Military academies begin to follow military transgender ban 

Next CNO Wants to See More Women Getting Promoted to Captain, Admiral 

Number of Female Generals, Admirals Has Doubled Since 2000, Report Finds 

The problem with AI? Study says it’s too White and male, calls for more women, minorities 

Stafford woman learning to embrace her Marine service 

US astronaut to spend 11 months in space, set female record 

Why do so many women leave the Coast Guard? 

Miscellaneous 

Army Launches Registry for Troops, Families With Housing-Related Health Issues 

Companies warn Trump: Census citizenship question could be costly 

Iraqi translator risked his life on raids with US troops. Now he’s fighting for citizenship 

Proposal Would Randomize Air Force Fitness Testing Schedule 

Senators Join In Renewed Efforts to Give Feds Paid Family Leave 

Woman Dies in Apparent Suicide at Arlington National Cemetery 

Misconduct 

African immigrants plead guilty in sham marriage conspiracy involving Fort Bragg soldiers 

Attorney: Coast Guard officer isn’t facing terrorism charges 

Coast Guard delivers documents on harassment, bullying claims at academy 

Corps air wing support site commander sentenced for explicit text messages to enlisted Marines 

In the aftermath of the Fitzgerald collision, months of legal fury end in a whimper 

Lejeune’s 2nd Marine Division mandates ‘daily routine,’ citing poor discipline and long hair 

Man Arrested With Gas Cans and Lighters at St. Patrick’s Cathedral Is a Philosophy Teacher 

‘Mob violence’: Police arrest one in potential hate crime after transgender woman beaten on video 

Navy Judge says SEAL charged with war crimes threatened to kill teammate who turned him in 

Sex, alcohol and violence collided in murder case ensnaring SEALs and Marines 

Two counts dropped in court martial of Navy SEAL commander charged with war crime cover-up 

Racism 

Just let them die’: Guards laughed as supremacist stabbed cuffed Black inmates, suit says 

The man accused of burning down three churches in Louisiana has been charged with hate crimes 

Pennsylvania man charged with posting online hate messages 

Racism Kept Some WWI Troops from Receiving Medal of Honor, Lawmakers Say 

Trump passes on making U.N. racism committee nomination 

White supremacist gets life sentence in hate crime killing 

A wrestler was forced to cut his dreadlocks before a match. His town is still looking for answers. 

Religion 

Poll: Church membership in US plummets over past 20 years 

Sexual Assault/Harassment 

Jeans-as-uniform day intended to bring AFA into forefront of national discussion on sexual assault 

Naval Academy midshipman found not guilty on sexual assault, other charges 

Officer accused of raping and stalking a fellow sailor 

Shanahan Launches New Task Force on Military Sexual Assault 

Wisconsin National Guard tracks 52 sexual assault complaints 
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Pennsylvania man charged with posting online hate 

messages 
By David DeKok 

Reuters, April 11, 2019 

HARRISBURG, Pa. - A Pennsylvania man has been charged by federal prosecutors with posting online 

hate messages and threats, including a digitally created image that appeared to show himself pointing an 

AR-15 rifle at a congregation of Jewish men. 

Corbin Kauffman, 30, of Lehighton, Pennsylvania, is accused of using online aliases to post hundreds of 

anti-Semitic, anti-black and anti-Muslim messages and images on Minds.com, a social media network, 

according to David Freed, the U.S. attorney in Harrisburg. 

“Pennsylvanians know all too well how dangerous these kinds of white supremacist threats can be,” Freed 

said in a statement, referring to the Oct.27, 2018 mass shooting at the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh. 

“We take these threats seriously.” 

The Pennsylvania Legislature on Wednesday held a special joint session to mourn the 11 Jewish victims of 

the Tree of Life shootings. It was the first special joint session since the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks in New 

York, Washington and Pennsylvania. 

Other online posts by Kauffman allegedly expressed a desire to commit genocide and hate crimes, 

including the killing of Jews, blacks, and Muslims. 

Freed said the suspect posted images of anti-Semitic vandalism in Ocean City, Maryland, including the 

defacement of a display case at a Jewish community center. 

Kauffman’s lawyer, Christopher Opiel of Wilkes-Barre, said he would have no comment at this time. 

Minds.com, founded in 2015 as an alternative to Facebook, could not be reached for comment. 

“Our core values are rooted in privacy, transparency, and Internet freedom,” the company says on its 

website. 

Kauffman is charged with a single count of interstate transmission of threats to injure another person, the 

U.S. Justice Department said. The maximum penalty is five years in prison and a fine. 

“While the FBI does not and will not police ideology, we stand ready to intervene whenever threatening 

language crosses the line into illegal activity,” said Michael Harpster, special agent in charge of the FBI 

office in Philadelphia. 

Opiel said his client was free on “pre-trial release.” A federal magistrate ordered him not to use the Internet 

in any form while he awaited trial. 

Reporting by David DeKok in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; Editing by Frank McGurty and Dan Grebler 
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Racism Kept Some WWI Troops from Receiving Medal of 

Honor, Lawmakers Say 
By Richard Sisk 

Military.com, April 18, 2019 

African-American soldiers (and one of their white officers) of the 

369th Infantry, known as the Harlem Hellfighters, practice what 

they will soon experience, fighting in the trenches of the Western 

Front. (National Archives and Records Administration) 

Lawmakers and advocates are calling for a detailed review of the 

battlefield valor of African-American troops in World War I, saying 

many were denied the Medal of Honor due to racism. 

Sens. Chris Van Hollen, D-Maryland and Roy Blount, R-Missouri, announced Thursday that a bipartisan 

effort had begun in both houses of Congress to pass bills authorizing the review. 

It's a matter of simple justice, said Dr. Timothy Westcott, a historian who would lead the review if 

Congress approves. 

"We should not be determining their valor based on the color of their skin or the circumstances of their 

birth," said Westcott, director of the George S. Robb Centre for the Study of the Great War at Park 

University in Missouri. 

On the House side, the legislation is sponsored by Rep. J. French Hill, R-Arkansas. 

"To require the review of the service of certain members of the Armed Forces during World War I to 

determine if such members should be awarded the Medal of Honor," the bills read. 

The bills would waive the statute of limitations to ensure that any veterans of World War I recommended 

by the review to receive the Medal of Honor would be legally eligible for it. 

If this effort is successful, a Valor Medals Review Task Force for World War I would become part of the 

annual National Defense Authorization Act, set to be debated this summer. 

The effort has been endorsed by the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Legion and the U.S. World 

War One Centennial Commission. 

"While the United States military has studied Medal of Honor awards to minority service members in 

WWII, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and subsequent American conflicts, no such systematic review 

has ever been conducted for minority veterans of the First World War," commission officials said in a 

release. "Under current law, the exact same act of heroism completed by the exact same veteran would be 

eligible for review if it occurred in 1941, 1951, 1971, 1991, or 2001, but not 1918." 

"We at the U.S. World War One Commission, established by Congress in 2013, are aiming to rectify that 

and ensure our World War One heroes are forgotten no more," the release added. 

In a statement, Van Hollen said "Hundreds of thousands of minority veterans served their country during 

World War I, and their sacrifice was essential to our victory. But for far too long, their heroism has not 

received the recognition it deserves." 

Blount said the review was essential to making sure "those who were denied the Medal of Honor because 

of their race or religion finally receive the recognition they have earned." 
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lawmakers-say.html 

Of 400,000 minority veterans who served during World War I, about 40,000, the vast majority African-

Americans, saw combat in France, according to the Department of Defense. 

No African-American was awarded the Medal of Honor during World War I or its immediate aftermath, 

but two were posthumously honored many years later after limited investigations. 

In 1991, Army Cpl. Freddie Stowers, who was killed in combat while serving in a unit under French 

command, was awarded the Medal of Honor by then-President George H.W. Bush. 

President Barack Obama awarded the Medal of Honor in 2015 to Army Sgt. Henry Johnson, who fought in 

France with the New York Army National Guard's famed 369th Regiment, known as the "Harlem 

Hellfighters." 

In his statement, Van Hollen singled out the case of Army Sgt. William Butler, an African-American 

veteran from Salisbury, Maryland. Butler received the Croix de Guerre with Palm from France, as well as 

the Distinguished Service Cross from the U.S. military and a recommendation for the Medal of Honor. 

"But he never received that medal before his death," Van Hollen said. 

At an Association of the U.S. Army event last October to promote the review of World War I awards, 

Jeffrey Sammons, a history professor at New York University, said his research discovered that Butler, 

who also served with the 369th Regiment, had been nominated for the Medal of Honor but the award was 

denied. 

Sammons also found that Butler had been nominated for the nation's highest award for valor on the same 

day as 1st Lt. George S. Robb, the namesake of the Robb Centre at Park University. Robb, who received 

the Medal of Honor, was a white officer who commanded an all-black platoon on the Western Front. 

"George Robb had written a glowing treatment of William Butler's exploits, in which he saved his 

commanding officer, 1st Lt. Gorman Jones, and a number of men from being captured by the Germans, 

who had actually infiltrated their trench," Sammons said at the AUSA event. 

Westcott and Zachary Austin, adjunct director of the Valor Medals Review Task Force, said the intent was 

to begin the research with African-Americans who served in World War I and then extend it to other 

minorities. 

"There's never been systematic approach to this," Westcott said of the review. 

He and Austin said the research would be conducted with the aid of donations and at no cost to the 

government. 

The main focus for possible upgrades to the Medal of Honor would be on those who were awarded the 

Distinguished Service Cross and the French Croix de Guerre with Palm, and those who were recommended 

for the Medal of Honor but never received it, Westcott and Austin said. 

Once the review is complete, the findings would be presented to the Department of Defense for a 

determination on whether the Medal of Honor should be awarded, Westcott said. 

Gina Harkins contributed to this report. Richard Sisk can be reached at Richard.Sisk@Military.com. 
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Trump passes on making U.N. racism committee nomination 
The decision continues a U.S. withdrawal from international bodies and human rights 

priorities. 

By Nahal Toosi 

Politico, April 12, 2019 

State Department officials originally thought the administration 

would renominate Gay McDougall, the current U.S. member of the 

committee. (Ramon Espinosa/AP Photo) 

The Trump administration will not nominate anyone to serve on a 

United Nations committee on racism, the latest sign of a U.S. 

retreat from international bodies and traditional human rights 

priorities. 

A State Department official said the White House intervened to prevent the expected renomination of a 

human rights lawyer chosen by former President Barack Obama for the 18-member U.N. Committee on the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 

The official said the Trump administration may simply have run out of time to find a replacement before a 

deadline. Even so, the official added, “it cements the narrative that the Americans just don’t care about 

these kinds of things anymore.” 

A senior Trump administration official, however, insisted otherwise. 

“Although the United States did not nominate a candidate this year for election to the committee, that in no 

way diminishes our global leadership on efforts to eliminate racial discrimination,” the official said. 

State Department officials originally thought the administration would renominate Gay McDougall, the 

current U.S. member of the committee, a so-called “treaty body” that oversees the implementation of a 

1960s international convention on “the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination.” 

The committee typically meets three times per year in Geneva to oversee progress toward that goal by 

nations party to the convention. 

The move comes at a time when President Donald Trump’s views about race have faced intense criticism, 

with some prominent Democrats flatly stating that the president is “a racist.” 

State Department officials had assured McDougall that she would be renominated. But White House 

officials nixed the idea days later, people familiar with the matter said. 

The White House didn’t provide an explanation. McDougall has spoken critically of Trump in the past, 

warning that his campaign rhetoric could endanger minorities around the world, but it’s not clear whether 

the White House was aware of those statements. 

Some U.S. officials suspect the reason is that she had been tapped for the post by Obama. The Trump 

administration has generally sought to push out appointees of the former Democratic president. 

U.S. officials considered other candidates, but they weren’t able to select a person in time for the late 

February nomination deadline, the State Department official told POLITICO. The decision was made 

instead to not nominate anyone. 

The Trump administration has from the start looked warily at international bodies and agreements, 

including anything affiliated with the United Nations. 
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The Republican president decided to withdraw the United States from the Paris climate accord, pull out of 

the Iran nuclear deal and abandon the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade agreement. 

The administration also quit the U.N. Human Rights Council, saying it was too critical of Israel and that its 

membership included too many abusive states. 

Top Trump aides have also fiercely condemned the International Criminal Court, particularly after the 

court’s chief prosecutor called for an investigation into alleged human rights abuses by U.S. forces in 

Afghanistan. 

On Friday, the Trump administration celebrated the ICC’s decision not to pursue that investigation. “This 

decision is a victory for the rule of law and the integrity of the ICC as an institution,” Secretary of State 

Mike Pompeo said in a statement. 

Members of the U.N.’s anti-racism committee must be nominated and then elected to one of 18 slots. Its 

members are meant to be independent experts on the issue, not political operatives. 

American candidates have typically been shoo-ins, and McDougall would have stood a strong chance of 

keeping her seat during this year’s June 21 vote for nine of the seats. She has expertise on international 

human rights and in recent years has focused in particular on China’s mistreatment of its Uighur Muslim 

population. 

McDougall has about nine months left on her current four-year term, which she intends to finish. Beyond 

that, she told POLITICO, “I regret that I’m not able to continue, and that was not of my choosing.” 

 

 

SEE ALSO: 

Trump blocked renomination of Obama-era UN racism official, won't pick a replacement: report [The Hill, 

2019-04-14] 
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White supremacist gets life sentence in hate crime killing 
By Morgan Gstalter 

The Hill, April 17, 2019 

A white supremacist who intentionally ran a black teenager over with his car was sentenced to life in prison 

on Tuesday, KOIN 6 News reported. 

Russell Courtier received his sentence in a Portland, Ore., courtroom after prosecutors presented evidence 

that the August 2016 death of 19-year-old Larnell Bruce was a racist attack. 

Courtier was a member of the white supremacist prison gang European Kindred at the time of the incident. 

“It stemmed from his racist desire to be a part of a ‘brotherhood.’ This is an appropriate sentence given that 

the jury found Russell Courtier’s actions of murdering Larnell Bruce were motivated by his perception of 

Mr. Bruce’s race or the color of his skin,” prosecutor Dave Hannon said. 

Courtier and Bruce reportedly got into a fight outside a 7-Eleven store in the Portland suburb of Gresham 

on the night of the attack. 

Bruce pulled out a machete and Courtier stopped fighting and got into his car, according to surveillance 

video. Bruce could be seen making “evasive maneuvers on foot in an attempt to escape Mr. Courtier and 

his red Jeep,” according to court documents.  

Bruce’s head had been smashed into a glass window, but he left before police arrived, KOIN 6 reported. 

A short distance away, however, police found Bruce on the sidewalk suffering from life-threatening 

wounds after he had been run over by a Jeep. 

Courtier’s girlfriend, Colleen Hunt, was also present during the incident and pleaded guilty to manslaughter 

in March, according to the outlet. She was sentenced to 10 years in prison on Tuesday. 

She told detectives that she encouraged Courtier to fight Bruce by yelling “get him baby, get him baby," the 

outlet noted.  

"We do have witnesses that say the man was on the sidewalk, all the evidence points that way — that he 

was trying to get away from these folks and they were actively seeking to hurt him," Gresham police 

officer John Rasmussen told KOIN 6 News at the time. 

Police later arrested Courtier and Hunt. Courtier was convicted in March of murder, felony hit and run and 

Oregon’s hate crime statue, second-degree intimidation. 

Natasha Bruce, the 19-year-old’s stepmother, pleaded for the judge to hand down the toughest possible 

sentence, KOIN 6 reported. 

"I feel like in any situation like this you would never get what you really want," Natasha Bruce said outside 

of court. But she said the fact there is no chance Courtier will be on the streets for decades "is some type of 

relief for us and whoever else may have to deal may have to deal with this man again." 

 

https://www.koin.com/news/crime/couple-to-be-sentenced-for-larnell-bruce-death/1929777653


https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2019/04/17/wrestler-was-forced-cut-his-dreadlocks-before-match-

his-town-is-still-looking-answers/  

A wrestler was forced to cut his dreadlocks before a match. 

His town is still looking for answers. 
By Roman Stubbs 

The Washington Post, April 17, 2019 

Charles Johnson Jr., the grandfather of wrestler Andrew Johnson, 

a high school sophomore whose dreadlocks were sheared off before 

a wrestling match late last year, attends a men's group at the First 

Baptist Church in Richland, N.J., in mid-March. (Mark Makela for 

The Washington Post) 

BUENA VISTA, N.J. — The white committeeman raised his black 

smartphone into the air. “I saw it on this,” Steve Martinelli sternly 

told the 30 or so men at First Baptist Church. “And I was so livid.” 

“I was livid too! That’s my grandson!” Charles Johnson Jr. screamed, and every man who had gathered 

here for a Saturday morning fellowship turned quiet and looked at him. He clenched his jaw and pointed at 

his brow. “I could see the prejudice in his eyes.” 

It had been nearly two months since Johnson’s grandson, a 16-year-old African American wrestler named 

Andrew Johnson, was given an ultimatum by a white referee before a match: Your hair covering doesn’t 

conform to the rule book, so cut your dreadlocks or forfeit. Soon a viral video of a white female trainer 

cutting off Johnson’s hair transformed the teenager into a new symbol of racial tension in America. 

Inside this little wood-paneled break room in the back of the church, where a cook sizzled eggs and grits, 

the group of men from Buena Vista tried to unspool the same tension that had wracked towns such as 

Baraboo, Wis., and Apex, N.C., and Park Hills, Ky., after racially charged moments captured on social 

media drew the attention of a divided nation. Maybe more so than in those places, this small community is 

nowhere close to closure months later. 

School administrators have gone silent. Multiple investigations have been launched, including a civil rights 

probe, and Johnson himself has not spoken publicly about the incident because his family is eyeing 

potential litigation. The referee, Alan Maloney, likewise has remained silent but sent a notice of tort claim 

to 12 possible defendants in March, claiming defamation of character and emotional distress. But in this 

town, one of 53 in New Jersey that went from supporting Barack Obama in 2012 to backing Donald Trump 

in 2016, the conversation has continued without them. 

“The students don’t have a choice. Where was the coach? Where was the athletic director?” one man asked 

during the fellowship breakfast. “If they weren’t there for Mr. Johnson, does that not mean there’s other 

kids they’re not there for?” 

Another man shouted, “The woman who was cutting his hair, she looked like she was enjoying it!” 

“She was told to do that. … She’s a good person,” said John Williams, a Buena Vista Township 

committeeman. 

The church’s 80-year-old pastor, the Rev. David Mallory, stood up and lifted his hand. “When something 

like this happens, we have to start a conversation,” Mallory said, finally giving the floor to Ted Dempsey, 

who works for South Jersey Legal Services, for closing comments. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2018/12/21/referee-high-school-wrestler-cut-your-dreadlocks-or-forfeit/
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An image taken from video shows Andrew Johnson's dreadlocks 

being cut before his wrestling match Dec. 19. (Michael 

Frankel/SNJToday.com) 

“Hopefully something good comes out of this,” Dempsey said. 

“What is missing is the voice of the young man.” 

Looking for answers 

Johnson’s voice still has not been heard publicly. The lasting images from the incident were photos of 

Johnson emerging victorious during his match that night, his lip bloodied and his right arm raised by 

Maloney. 

Those images — and the video of Johnson’s dreadlocks being cut — spread quickly across social media 

and the Internet. By the end of the night, news trucks were parked outside the family’s home. Their lives 

would be different from then on, and what has followed provides a glimpse into what happens to a town 

caught in the middle of a viral racial incident. 

While countless politicians, celebrities, athletes and activists defended Johnson, from Chance the Rapper to 

New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy to the Rev. Al Sharpton, some in the New Jersey wrestling community 

quickly defended Maloney, too. 

“In my opinion, only a racist could consider the incident involving the Buena Regional High School 

wrestler as a racial incident,” New Jersey resident Mike Dillich wrote in a letter to the editor in the Daily 

Journal in late December. “I know the referee, Alan Maloney, and I know that he has a great deal of respect 

for all high school wrestlers with no regards to race.” 

Those who support Maloney will point out that, according to the National Federation of State High School 

Associations, a new point of emphasis for wrestling officials this year was to ensure all equipment worn on 

the mat, including hair coverings, fit “snug” to a wrestler’s body. But to many watching the video, the 

ruling would not have been applied to a white wrestler with hair of a similar length and forced Johnson to 

choose between his team and his personal identity. 

Walter Hudson, a New Jersey civil rights activist, said he noticed fractures in Buena after the incident, 

hearing that students were blaming Johnson for bringing unwanted attention to the town. Some of those 

emotions spilled out during an emergency school board meeting the day after Christmas as residents shared 

opinions on both sides of the issue. 

The gathering also presented the opportunity to point out other examples of racism in the community and 

the systemic issues that might have led to the Johnson incident. Fatima Hayes, an educator in southern New 

Jersey, presented racial demographic data that underscored how difficult it can be for black students to 

excel in a school system that has few black teachers and administrators and is 60 percent white, according 

to the latest Civil Rights Data Collection in 2015. 

“The systemic issues, in my opinion, are why an incident like [Andrew Johnson] could take place in 

Buena,” Hayes said later in a telephone interview. “When you don’t have a diverse staff or people who 

look like the students who they coach or teach, incidents like that will continue to happen.” 

At the meeting, she also was struck by other stories of racial bias at Buena, students and past students 

speaking on why they believed they could relate to Johnson. One student spoke about the growing racial 

tension inside the cafeteria during the school’s lunch hours. A former student and football player, Rajhon 
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White, a higher education staff member at the University of Denver, spoke about the racial injustices he 

had endured at the high school. 

Referee Alan Maloney declares Andrew Johnson the winner Dec. 

19 in an image taken from video. (Michael 

Frankel/SNJToday.com/AP) 

 “There were the people who were speaking out against [the 

incident] and saying, ‘This isn’t right,’ but who were also saying, 

‘I’m not surprised that this took place,’ because of what they 

experienced in the school district,” White said. 

In the weeks and months since, the Johnson family and Maloney have turned down overtures to be 

interviewed by media outlets. Both parties are waiting out the investigations being conducted by the New 

Jersey Interscholastic Athletic Association and the state attorney general’s office’s civil rights division. 

Maloney, who has not responded to a request for comment, was accused in 2016 of using a racial slur 

during an altercation with a black referee. 

Most have wondered why those probes have taken so long after the Dec. 19 incident. Others have 

wondered: What will happen to Maloney? Will the coach and trainer be punished? 

“The panel’s investigation has been active and is ongoing, with additional interviews planned in coming 

weeks,” NJIAA spokesman Michael Cherenson said. “The process has been steady and deliberate while 

also allowing the wrestling season to proceed without additional distractions.” 

Some have viewed what happened to Johnson as part of a broader issue — what they say is an 

amplification of racial rhetoric following President Trump’s election in 2016. In a recent poll conducted by 

the Pew Research Center, 65 percent of respondents said that they feel it is more common to encounter 

racist or racially insensitive views since Trump took office. During the men’s fellowship gathering at First 

Baptist Church in February, the conversation eventually veered to Trump. 

“Ever since we had a change in national leadership there has been an emboldening of this kind of racial 

expression,” Mallory, the pastor, told the group. “My family moved here in 1944 — that was not a good 

time for racial relations. We are not a perfect community, but we are better than we were in 1944. I think 

this is part of the event’s background. We just don’t see this as one event. We see this as a broader social 

situation.” 

‘It hurt him real bad’ 

Charles Johnson Jr. wasn’t even planning to attend his grandson’s wrestling match that December night but 

ended up going after another of his grandchildren picked him up and brought him to the gym. 

He loved going there and always beamed with pride when he stepped inside. He was part of the first class 

when the high school opened in the early 1970s, and he starred in football and track. He watched his father 

become a beloved janitor there in the decades after. Charles “Pap” Johnson was so cherished that after he 

died in 2009 following a bout with colon cancer, the school held his funeral in the auditorium. The next 

year, the school decided to name the gym after him. They call it “Charlie’s House.” 

Three generations of Johnsons were there to watch Andrew wrestle that night. But once Johnson laid eyes 

on Maloney walking into the gym, he said, something didn’t feel right. “You know what, that referee guy, 

he’s prejudiced. I don’t know, there’s something about him,” he whispered to his older grandson sitting 

next to him, and as Andrew went on the clock to decide whether he should cut his hair, his grandfather 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/04/09/most-americans-disagree-with-candace-owens-they-see-hateful-rhetoric-rise/?utm_term=.87a6bd752172
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/04/09/most-americans-disagree-with-candace-owens-they-see-hateful-rhetoric-rise/?utm_term=.87a6bd752172


https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2019/04/17/wrestler-was-forced-cut-his-dreadlocks-before-match-

his-town-is-still-looking-answers/  

stood up and nearly went down the bleachers and stopped it. He can’t explain why he didn’t. He stayed in 

the crowd. “I kept my composure,” Johnson said, even as people started booing after the trainer started 

cutting Andrew’s hair. 

“It hurt him, too. I could see it in his face. It hurt him real bad,” Johnson said of his grandson, who 

eventually retreated to a corner of the gym, his mother running down from the bleachers to console him as 

tears streamed down his face. The image of Johnson hurting has not left the national conscience. 

“If you remember how [Johnson’s shoulders] slumped, the kind of humiliation he experienced and what 

that would mean or might mean for his relationship to the country,” said Eddie S. Glaude Jr., chair of the 

African American Studies program at Princeton University. “There are these moments repeated that we are 

seeing repeatedly on social media where one wonders: What is happening to the young people who have 

actually witnessed it and who are victims of this stuff?” 

Andrew would go on to advance to the district tournament before his sophomore season ended in late 

February. The men in the fellowship group at First Baptist Church have talked about his future often, 

vowing to keep his story at the forefront of the change they want to see in their community. “That kid has a 

wrestling career ahead of him, and I hated to see it tarnished by racial overtones,” Martinelli told his 

brethren during the meeting. 

“You have people that have mixed emotions,” said Johnson, Andrew’s grandfather. “I don’t think it’s going 

to be forgotten quickly. I think there will be more of an understanding of how refs have to look at things.” 

Charles Jr. hopes his grandson will one day join them and tell his story. They talked the night before the 

March meeting because it was Andrew’s 17th birthday. Charles told him he would give him a few dollars 

the next time he saw him. That weekend, he saw a photo of Andrew celebrating that the family had posted 

on their Facebook page. His dreadlocks were beginning to grow back. 

“He’s still got them. He’s still got them,” Charles said. “Wrestling season is over now, anyway.” 
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Poll: Church membership in US plummets over past 20 

years 
By David Crary 

The Associated Press, April 18, 2019 

In this Saturday, Jan. 18, 2014 file photo, contrails from jets glow 

pink as they are illuminated by the setting sun in the skies beyond a 

church in Kansas. According to a Gallup poll released on 

Thursday, April 18, 2019, the percentage of U.S. adults who belong 

to a church or other religious institution has plunged by 20 

percentage points over the past two decades, hitting a low of 50% 

last year. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel) 

NEW YORK (AP) — The percentage of U.S. adults who belong to 

a church or other religious institution has plunged by 20 percentage points over the past two decades, 

hitting a low of 50% last year, according to a new Gallup poll. Among major demographic groups, the 

biggest drops were recorded among Democrats and Hispanics. 

Gallup said church membership was 70% in 1999 — and close to or higher than that figure for most of the 

20th century. Since 1999, the figure has fallen steadily, while the percentage of U.S. adults with no 

religious affiliation has jumped from 8% to 19%. 

Among Americans identifying with a particular religion, there was a sharp drop in church membership 

among Catholics — dropping from 76% to 63% over the past two decades as the church was buffeted by 

clergy sex-abuse scandals. Membership among Protestants dropped from 73% to 67% percent over the 

same period. 

Among Hispanic Americans, church membership dropped from 68% to 45% since 2000, a much bigger 

decline than for non-Hispanic white and black Americans. 

There was a big discrepancy over that 20-year period in regard to political affiliation: Church membership 

among Democrats fell from 71% to 48%, compared to a more modest drop from 77% to 69% among 

Republicans. 

David Campbell, a University of Notre Dame political science professor who studies religion’s role in U.S. 

civic life, attributed the partisan divide to “the allergic reaction many Americans have to the mixture of 

religion and conservative politics.” 

“Increasingly, Americans associate religion with the Republican Party — and if they are not Republicans 

themselves, they turn away from religion,” he said. 

Mark Chaves, a professor of sociology, religion and divinity at Duke University, said that as recently as the 

1970s, it was difficult to predict someone’s political party by the regularity with which they went to church. 

“Now it’s one of the best predictors,” he said. “The correlation between religiosity and being Republican 

has increased over the years.” 

The overall decline in church membership is driven by cultural and generational factors, said Nancy 

Ammerman, a professor of the sociology of religion at Boston University. 

https://news.gallup.com/poll/248837/church-membership-down-sharply-past-two-decades.aspx?g_source=link_NEWSV9&g_medium=LEAD&g_campaign=item_&g_content=U.S.%2520Church%2520Membership%2520Down%2520Sharply%2520in%2520Past%2520Two%2520Decades
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“Culturally, we are seeing significant erosion in the trust people have for institutions in general and 

churches in particular,” she said. “We are also seeing a generational shift as the ‘joiner’ older generation 

dies off and a generation of non-joiners comes on the scene.” 

The new Gallup findings underscore that generational dynamic. Among Americans 65 and older, church 

membership in 2016-2018 averaged 64% percent, compared to 41% among those aged 18-29. 

“The challenge is clear for churches, which depend on loyal and active members to keep them open and 

thriving,” wrote Gallup poll analyst Jeffrey Jones. “How do they find ways to convince some of the 

unaffiliated religious adults in society to make a commitment to a particular house of worship of their 

chosen faith?” 

“These trends are not just numbers, but play out in the reality that thousands of U.S. churches are closing 

each year,” Jones added. “Religious Americans in the future will likely be faced with fewer options for 

places of worship, and likely less convenient ones, which could accelerate the decline in membership even 

more.” 

Professor Scott Thumma, who teaches sociology of religion at Hartford Seminary, suggested several likely 

factors behind the decline. Among them, he said religious young adults are delaying marriage, postponing 

having children, and, when they do, having fewer children. 

He also suggested there was diminished social pressure to formally join organizations. 

“I’ve encountered many persons in churches that have attended for several years but did not officially join 

or become a member,” he said by email. “This is also evident in persons switching from one congregation 

to another without joining any.” 

The findings are based on Gallup surveys conducted over the last 20 years, with most surveys including at 

least 2,000 U.S. adults and having a margin of error of plus or minus 3 percentage points. Some findings 

are based on aggregated interviews from 1998-2000 and 2016-2018, with each period including interviews 

with more than 7,000 adults. 

 

 

SEE ALSO: 

U.S. Church Membership Down Sharply in Past Two Decades [Gallup, 2019-04-18] 

A Poll Finds U.S. Membership in Religious Institutions Hits an All-Time Low [US News & World Report, 

2019-04-18] 

US church membership hits all-time low: Gallup [The Hill, 2019-04-18] 
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Jeans-as-uniform day intended to bring AFA into forefront 

of national discussion on sexual assault 
By Tom Roeder 

The Gazette (Colorado Springs, Colo.), April 15, 2019 

More than 4,000 cadets at the Air Force Academy will have a first-of-its-kind uniform of the day April 24 

as part of a wider effort at the school to raise awareness of sexual assault. 

Jeans, long forbidden for cadets on duty, will be allowed by Lt. Gen Jay Silveria, who wants cadets to 

consider the toll of sexual attacks after a January Pentagon report found that more women at the school 

faced unwanted sexual contact but fewer were reporting it to authorities. 

The Pentagon report found that 15 percent of the school’s more than 800 women had experienced 

unwanted sexual contact, but just 10 percent of those had made a report. 

“I was disgusted by the report,” Silveria told a crowd of civic leaders who gathered Friday for his annual 

address on the state of the academy. “I was disgusted by the results of the report and it is unacceptable for 

the Air Force Academy.” 

Silveria said the jeans-as-uniform day is part of a plan to bring the academy to the forefront of a national 

conversation on sexual assault. 

Denim Day, April 24, in which people are encouraged to wear jeans to raise awareness of rape and sexual 

assault, grew out of a 1998 Italian court ruling that overturned a rape conviction because the victim wore 

tight jeans. At the academy it will be held in conjunction with the general’s Pathways to Prevention 

summit, which will solicit ideas from cadets on how to stop sexual crimes. 

“The bottom line is we have to do better, the Air Force Academy will remain a place of dignity,” Silveria 

said Friday. “We intend to lead in this area.” 

The Pentagon is pushing its military academies to address sexual crimes, and last week brought together 

Silveria and his counterparts from West Point and Annapolis to discuss the issue. 

Reported sexual assaults in the academic year that ended last May were down, from 33 in the prior year to 

29 in 2018. 

Silveria has attacked the issue of sexual assault with a series of programs, including a summit last year that 

sought advice from sexual assault victims. 

But the issue is far from resolved at the school, which announced Friday that Jefferson Hobbs, a cadet 

candidate at the academy’s preparatory school, will face a hearing next week on three allegations of sexual 

assault. 

Charging documents in the case allege that Hobbs grabbed a woman’s hand and placed it on his groin in an 

August incident. In a September incident, court papers charge that Hobbs kissed a woman and had sex with 

a woman without consent. A hearing Tuesday will determine whether there is sufficient to court-martial 

Hobbs. 

Contact Tom Roeder: 636-0240 Twitter: @xroederx 
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The roundtable participants included Trovato, Halverson, Brania, Guard victim advocate Amber Garfoot 

and Guard attorney David Dziobkowski. In addition to explaining the reporting process, they noted that 

victims can seek expedited transfers away from perpetrators within the same unit, commanders stress to 

their soldiers and airmen to comport themselves professionally, sometimes limiting their drinks at dinner or 

prohibiting any alcohol while traveling for training and how Guard leaders have trained a service dog to 

comfort victims. 

“We want our numbers to be zero,” Halverson said. “We want our assaults to be zero.” 

They declined to discuss the details of any specific case. 

Sexual assaults have plagued the military for years. In 2017 alone, the four branches received 5,864 reports 

from military members who said they had been sexually assaulted during their service, up 10 percent from 

2016, according to Department of Defense figures. 

Follow Todd Richmond on Twitter at https://twitter.com/trichmond1 
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Wisconsin DOJ rape kit tests yield charges against 6 people [The Associated Press, 2019-04-12] 
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